
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church  
NEW TO FIRST PRES?
We are so thankful that you have joined us today for worship. We would love to get to 
know you and help you get to know us. Please sign the Friendship Pad. Sign it then pass 
it down to others. Interested in membership? For more info, contact Rev. Melissa Anne 
Rogers, mrogers@fpca2.org.

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  
Children are always welcome in worship! You will find children’s Bibles in the pews and 
activity resources in the Narthex. We provide childcare for children (infant t0 5 years 
old) on the first floor. If you need assistance, please alert an usher. 

PRAYER
If you are carrying any personal burdens or joys this morning, the Prayer Team will 
be available following worship in the Prayer and Compassion Room—just outside the 
Sanctuary doors near the Lounge. 

FELLOWSHIP
One of the easiest ways we live out our faith is through hospitality. A smile, a greeting, or 
a brief conversation can help guests and longtime members alike feel welcomed. Join us 
after worship for fellowship time on the Circle Terrace! Our fellowship hour assistants 
are Barbara Brewster, Kim Krahn, and Felicity Williams. Cookie bakers this 
Sunday are Nancy Tena and Felicity Williams. Our Hospitality Intern is Chris 
Tanner. 

TODAY AT FIRST	
	 8:00 am – 9:00 am 	 Worship | Monteith Hall
	 9:30 am – 10:30 am 	 Worship | Sanctuary
10:30	 am – 11:00 am 	 Fellowship | Circle Terrace
	11:00 am – 11:30 am	 Fast Track to Membership | Lead Pastor's Study
	

Music copyrights: All music is reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720542 and under CCLI license 
#20971309. All rights reserved. 

First Presbyterian worship services are filmed, recorded, and broadcast online. If you do not 
want to appear in any videos or photos, please speak with an usher.
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8:00 AM WORSHIP | JULY 19, 2026

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

* Please rise in body or spirit when you see this symbol,
and join in singing or reading aloud text in bold. 

GATHERING

Opening Voluntary  	 Gymnopedie No. 1	 Erik Satie 

Pouring of the Water

Welcome and Life in the Church

*Call to Worship	

Come, people of God, with your joys and your burdens,  
your questions and your hopes. 
We come seeking the One whose truth sets us free. 

Love what is good. Hold fast to hope. Live in peace as far as it depends on you. 
We come to learn again the freedom of genuine love. 

Let us worship the God whose truth gives life and whose mercy never fails. 
Let us worship God. 
                

*Hymn 307         	 God of Grace and God of Glory	 cwm rhondda

Call to Confession    	

Prayer of Confession		

You call us to love sincerely, yet too often we choose comfort over 
compassion, certainty over humility, and fear over trust. Forgive 
us when we fail to speak the truth in love, when silence is easier 
than courage, or when our words wound more than they heal. Free 
us from resentment and the desire to repay hurt with hurt. By your 
mercy, shape us into people who love genuinely, seek what is good, 
and overcome evil with good; through Jesus Christ our Lord....   

Silent Prayer

Kyrie		  land of rest
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Assurance of Grace	

*Passing of the Peace

*Congregational Response		  austrian hymn

See, the streams of living waters, springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river ever flows, their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, so like the Lord the giver, never fails from age to age.               
   

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination		

First Scripture Reading       		  Romans 12:9-21

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

Second Scripture Reading	 Jeremiah 20:7-13

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.

Sermon		  Melissa Anne Rogers

	
	

RESPONDING & SEALING
Congregational Response		

Statement of Faith

We believe in God, who created every person in love and calls 
us to live in truth and freedom. We believe in Jesus Christ, who 
spoke truth with courage, loved without condition, welcomed the 
stranger, forgave his enemies, and showed us that love is stronger 
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than fear. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who gives us strength 
when faith is costly, wisdom when the way is unclear, and hope 
when the world feels divided. We believe the Church is called not 
to mirror the anger of the world, but to embody the compassion of 
Christ; not to return evil for evil, but to overcome evil with good; 
not to hide from truth, but to speak it in love. This is our calling. 
This is our hope. This is the freedom God gives. Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

Offering of Tithes and Gifts 

Offertory	 Gnossienne No. 1	 Erik Satie

*Doxology         		  old hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.	

Sanctus 			   land of rest

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Communion of the People
When receiving each element, please respond as follows: 

The bread of life. Thanks be to God.
The cup of salvation. Amen.     

Prayer after Communion

SENDING   

*Hymn 693	 Though I May Speak	 gift of love

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Voluntary	 Le Piccadilly	 Erik Satie
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9:30 AM WORSHIP | JULY 19, 2026

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

* Please rise in body or spirit when you see this symbol,
and join in singing or reading aloud text in bold. 

GATHERING
Opening Voluntary  	 Oh, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus	 Francis/Williams 

Matthew Dickerson, Hammered Dulcimer

Pouring of the Water

Welcome and Life in the Church

*Call to Worship	

Come by here, our Lord,
come by here.

Where two or three are gathered,
where the lonely keep their watch, 
come by here.

In the singing and the silence,
in the breaking of the bread,
come by here, our Lord.

Come, let us worship.

*Hymn 403         	 Open Now the Gates of Beauty	 unser herrscher

Call to Confession  	

Prayer of Confession		

Sovereign God, your Spirit is ever present with us, and yet we have 
lived as if you were far off. Where can we flee your presence? We 
have turned our faces from the neighbor and so turned them from 
you. We have filled the silence with our own noise and missed the 
still small voice within it. You are the beginning and the ending, 
the first and the last, and all that exists between. When your Spirit 
seems hidden from us, teach us to recognize your presence and to 
respond, for your name's sake....   

Silent Prayer
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Kyrie		  land of rest

Assurance of Grace

*Passing of the Peace

*Congregational Response		  austrian hymn

See, the streams of living waters, springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river ever flows, their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, so like the Lord the giver, never fails from age to age.           

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination    		
	                               
First Scripture Reading        		  Romans 8:12-25 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

A Conversation with Young Disciples		
Please join in singing as the children come forward.

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Second Scripture Reading   	 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
The word of the Lord endures forever.

	
Sermon	 	 David Prentice-Hyers

RESPONDING

*Hymn 366	 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling	 hyfrydol

Offering of Tithes and Gifts 		
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Offertory	 How Deep the Creator’s Love for Us 	 Townend 
Matthew Dickerson, Hammered Dulcimer 

   
*Doxology         		  old hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.      

*Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING   

*Hymn 376	 When All Is Ended	 yogananda

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Voluntary	  I Cannot Tell (LONDONDERRY AIR)	 Fullerton 
Matthew Dickerson, Hammered Dulcimer
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Leading in Worship

8:00 AM WORSHIP  
LEADING IN WORSHIP

Melissa Anne Rogers
Mark Mares
Marilyn McLaughlin, Lay Reader

MUSICIANS 

Joshua Marzan, Pianist

9:30 AM WORSHIP 
LEADING IN WORSHIP 
David Prentice-Hyers
Mark Mares
Melissa Anne Rogers
Susan Crowell, Lay Reader

MUSICIANS

David Hufford, Organist 
David VanderMeer, Minister of Music and Fine Arts

USHERS DURING THE MONTH OF JULY

Holly Boucher 
Ashley Bowles 
Cindy Crawford 
Tom Crawford 
Callie Feyen 
Jesse Feyen 
Beth Gerwig 

Delena Harrison 
Greta Krapohl 
Mark Lindley 
Aidan Majorprice 
Chloe Majorprice 
Mel Prentice-Hyers 
Diane Tamblyn 

Sandy Talbott 
Mary Schudel 
Paul Smith 
Carol Smith 
Angela Yang

FLOWERS 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of those whose 
contributions to Presbyterian Women and our congregation were recently recognized: 
Anna Miller, Nancy Fox, Meg Brown, and Prue Heikkinen. Through their faithful service, 
generous spirit, and willingness to help wherever needed, and for the ways their gifts 
have far-reaching effects — we celebrate these women in our church!
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Announcements

Michigan Shakespeare Festival
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
3:00 PM, WAYNE STATE

We have a few tickets left for The Beaux' 
Stratagem, a 1707 comedy by George 
Farquhara offered by the Michigan 
Shakespear Festival at Wayne State at 3 
p.m.  Contact Mel Rogers for more info, 
mrogers@fpca2.org.

SERVE
Get involved and serve this summer!

Volunteer to bake cookies, help host 
the coffee hour on the Terrace, serve on 
the prayer team, volunteer for a Sunday 
morning usher slot, or welcome folks 
arriving as a morning greeter. Sign up: 
fpca2.org/church.

Volunteers Needed for Morgan 
Wallen Concert Food Rescue
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, JULY 25-26

Volunteers at the upcoming Morgan 
Wallen concerts. Help is needed with 
post-concert food pickup and sorting, 
truck loading, and delivery. Sign up: 
fpca2.org/local

YOUTH
Summer Book Discussion
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
7:00 PM, BEN & JERRY'S (STATE ST.)

Middle and high school students are 
invited to a discussion of the graphic 
novel The Faithful Spy: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler 
by John Hendrix. Copies are available 
through the public library, or contact 
Mark Mares for a copy. Join us for ice 
cream, conversation, and an engaging 
look at the life and faith of one of the 
twentieth century's most influential 
Christian leaders. 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Missing any dishes?

We have two shelves of bowls, mugs, 
serving plates, etc. that have been left 
behind after First Pres events. Please 
come and pick up from the open shelves 
in the main kitchen by July 30. 

Blood Drive
MONDAY, JULY 20
NOON - 6 PM, MONTEITH HALL

Please consider signing up to donate. 
Every pint of blood can save up 
to 3 lives! Sign up: fpca2.org. For 
questions, contact the parish nurses: 
parishnurse@fpca2.org

Labyrinth Walk
SATURDAY, JULY 25
10 AM - 3 PM

The Hilligs invite you to walk their 
labyrinth at 7654 W. Ellsworth Road 
on July 25, between 10:00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. No sign-up is needed. Long 
pants, closed-toe shoes, and a hat are 
recommended; insect repellent will be 
provided. For more information, contact 
Kathy Hillig at hilligk@umich.edu.

MATURE MIISTRIES
Clements Library Field Trip
THURSDAY, JULY 23 
10:30 AM

Join us for a walking field trip to the 
Clements Library. Meet at First Pres at 
10:30 for a backstage look at the library, 
followed by lunch at First Pres from 
Chick-Fil-A, and a carpool ride to the 
Milkshake Factory. Sign up at fpca2.org.  



Make a pledge to the Onward and Outward 
in Love capital campaign by August 21. 

LET US BUILD A HOUSE 
WHERE LOVE CAN DWELL…

for more information, visit fpca2.org/onward


